
      

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 

BOOKISH PLAZA @ 

upcoming events 

28 January 2015 

Meeting: Business Hub 

Holland – Caribbean 

Alberdazaal, Rotterdam  

 

 

15 January 2015 

Trefossa lecture: Women 

in Suriname Literature 

Suriname 

15 - 18 January 2015 

Writers Unlimited  

Theater aan het Spui/Filmhuis  

Den Haag 

30 January 2015 

Musical Poetry Program 

08.00 pm 

Theater v/t Woord, OBA 

Amsterdam 

30 January – 14 June 2015 

Exposition Jews in the 

Caribbean 

Joods Historisch Museum, 

Amsterdam 

1 February 2015 

Film screening A Shtetl in 

the Caribbean 

Joods Historisch Museum, 

Amsterdam 

10 February 2015 

Bijlmer Boekt 

Bijlmerparktheater, Amsterdam 

 

 

BOOKISH PLAZA 

‘a  good read @ a great price’ 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

0031 036 8445248 

info@bookishplaza.com 
www.bookishplaza.com 

www.facebook.com/BookIshPlaza 

https://twitter.com/BookIshPlaza 

 

WELCOME TO THE BOOKISH PLAZA eZINE 
last is not yet said on this issue. 

Literary News with recognition of 

an Aruban author, an art 

exposition and on the position of 

Papiamento in Europe.  

Events has lots of literary 

activities this month, like the 

international Writers Unlimited 

and the Poetry Week end of the 

month. This time we have an 

article on the Aruban culture 

pioneer and poet Hubert ‘Lio’ 

Booi, who died last month. New 

Arrivals brings some new  books, 

like the bilingual chlldren’s book 

De roep van de Shoco.  

Soon for Sale books coming up, 

like the one on the Jews in the 

Caribbean. Finally we wish you 

good reads and do share the 

ezine with  your friends.  

 

The BookIsh Plaza Team 

 

 

 

Papiamento & the European Charter  

 

President Ruben Severina of SPLIKA 

Foundation and President Geraldine 

Dammers of Akademia Papiamentu 

from Bonaire recently wrote the 

Minister of Kingdom Affairs to 

incorporate Papiamento in the 

European Charter for regional or 

minority languages. The request by 

both Presidents is supported by the 

sister organizations on Curaçao and 

Aruba. 

A new year of hope and optimism 

for the Caribbean Literature in The 

Netherlands. Though we start the 

year with a small disaster, for the  

West Indian Literature Chair at the 

University of Amsterdam will shut 

down as of this month, due to lack 

of necessary funds. For sure an 

impoverishment of the literary 

scene for the years to come. The  

 

Tribute to the Aruban Flamingo   

 
 

The past will repeat itself for those 
with little knowledge of their 
culture 

Excerpt from an article written by 

Quito Nicolaas, December 2014 

Hubert Booi (1919-2014) at the young age of 18 

years emigrated from his home country of 

Bonaire to the island of Aruba. From the 

moment the family went to live in the area of 

Companashi, he admired and appreciated the 

multicultural life where people of a varied 

cultural background met and lived.  

After several functions as a bank employee and 

accountant, Hubert Booi was acting head of the 

Tourist Office and of the Aruban Advisory 

Service (in addition to N.A. Piña). From 1963, he 

became head of the Office of Culture and 

Education and from 1978 until his pension in 

1980 he functioned as head of the Institute of 

Culture. In those positions Hubert Booi was a 

pioneer and grew as an important promoter of 

the cultural life on Aruba. 

Nos Tera 

One of the projects to popularize the Aruban 

culture was the 60s TV program ‘Nos tera’. 

In this weekly program Booi brought 

information and dealt with topics on cultural 

traditions and culture heritage. Together with 

his friend Julio Maduro he took many 

moments conversing on the Aruban culture 

and its meaning. There is no doubt that ‘Nos 

tera’ contributed to the forming of the 

Aruban identity and stimulated awareness for 

nation building that became a reality in 1986. 

In this Hubert Booi wrote the words to the 

third stanza of the National Anthem of Aruba: 

 

 

 

 

 

[Cordiality is one of the traits of your people. 

May God guide them and preserve their love 

for liberty] 

The success of ‘Nos Tera’ also served as a 

format for programs like ‘Butish’i Alegria’ and 

‘Nos Aruba’ on the radio and the popular TV 

program ‘Nos Grandinan’. 
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LITERARY NEWS 

 
Recognition for 

Aruban author 

 

 

Quito Nicolaas 

 
 

The Aruban writer Quito Nicolaas, 

residing in The Netherlands, is 

included in the encyclopedia of the 

University of Oxford. He is 

recognized as one of the most 

important authors of the 

Caribbean. Nicolaas has ten books 

to his credit, many poems and 

numerous columns. ‘I am proud 

that the name of Aruba circulates 

in this way among many libraries 

and literary institutions in the 

world," says the writer ... 

Exposition 
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“Grandesa di bo pueblo ta su gran 

cordialidad. Cu Dios por guia y 

conserva su amor pa libertad”. 

 

http://www.writersunlimited.nl/winternachten/aeditieopening.php?editie=10100&taal=nederlands
http://www.oba.nl/activiteit.stilte.html
http://www.jhm.nl/actueel/tentoonstellingen/joden-in-de-cariben-vier-eeuwen-geschiedenis-in-suriname-en-curacao
http://www.jhm.nl/actueel/tentoonstellingen/joden-in-de-cariben-vier-eeuwen-geschiedenis-in-suriname-en-curacao
http://www.bijlmerparktheater.nl/bijlmer-boekt-10-february-2015
mailto:info@bookishplaza.com
http://www.bookishplaza.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BookIshPlaza
https://twitter.com/BookIshPlaza
http://bookishplaza.com/index.php?route=product/search&search=quito%20nicolaas
http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quito_Nicolaas
http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quito_Nicolaas
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Soon for Sale  

      

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Literature 

Probably Booi was inspired by the 

poet Nicolas Piña Lampe. They both 

used to work at the Aruban 

Advisory Services. Soon after  

Lampes death in the 70s two of 

Booi’s poems, ‘Si mi por’ [If I can] 

and ‘Y ora…’ [When] were 

published in the anthology Di Nos 

[Ours] by Pierre Lauffer. Also 

included in the anthology was an 

excerpt of his short story ‘Un pal´i 

Kwihi ta conta su storia’ [A kwihi 

tree tells its story]. In 1938 the first 

Aruban anthology Cosecha 

Arubiano with work of Aruban 

poets was published. His ‘Yara’ and 

‘Tragedia’[Tragedy] were included. 

Recognition came for Booi with his 

‘E ultimo Caribe’ [The Last 

Caribbean)] from the anthology Isla 

di mi/Island of mine in 2000. 

In the Aruban Literature Hubert 

Booi and Ernesto Rosenstand are 

exponents of the so called 

‘Indianismo’ movement, for the  

 Tula the Revolt on International Award Longlist  

native indian is the core 

character in their way of 

thinking and in their work. 

‘Indianismo’ is a reaction on the 

‘Africanismo’ that prominently 

dominated literature in 

Curaçao. 

Although not much was heard 

of Booi as a poet, he wrote 

many poems and literary texts. 

In his poems he wrote on taboo, 

but in a balanced manner.    

Although he published in 

diverse books, little attention 

was paid to his work and its 

contribution to the Aruban 

Literature. Besides poetry, he 

wrote different musicals, like 

‘Drecha mundo? …ki dia?’ 

[Mend the World? …when?], 

where the topic of religion is 

dealt with in an ironic way. Yet 

his fame came with theatrical  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKISH PLAZA 

Promote your culture through books 

 

 

 

E Flamingo di Aruba  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Papiamento               € 18,50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Publishers  
BookIsh Publishers is a small 

publishing house for Caribbean 

authors living in the Netherlands. 

Check out our Guidelines for 

Manuscripts! 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza sells fiction and non-fiction books online. We are 

specialized in (Caribbean) literature and poetry, but we also have books 

on history, politics, sociology and children’s books among others.  

BookIsh Plaza also has a collection of second hand books from novels 

to non-fiction and social sciences books. 

 

De roep van de Shoco  

Charlotte Doornheim  

This bilingual children’s book is 

an adventure of two children. 

Ciro and Glenda go on a school 

trip and learn much about 

nature, the environment and 

the culture on Aruba. Next to 

the school of Ciro 

archaeologists are escavating  

in the sand. What do they do? 

And what are those shoco's 

doing overthere? Can Ciro save 

the shoco's? 

This book was a gift during the 

Children’s Book Festival 2014 in 

Aruba. 

 

Dutch/Papiamento      € 14,95 

 

 

 

 

New Perspectives on Slavery & 

Colonialism  

Schalkwijk & Small  

In this cookbook you will find 

the variation that makes the 

Surinamese cuisine so 

attractive, such as ''bravoe'' 

Saoto (Javanese meal soup), 

Roti nanga pesi (French bread 

with yellow peas) and Chinese 

tajer '' bravoe '' (Chinese 

tajersoep). You will find recipes 

to prepare a delicious hot meal, 

but also tasty snacks with. 

 

English                          € 17,50 

 

Met de zon in de rug  

Mienke de Vries   

 

To what extent does the heat of 

the tropical sun in which you 

grew up and is part of you affects 

your life overseas? 

This book contains the stories of 

people from the Caribbean living 

in the Dutch society or otherwise 

closely involved in the West 

Indies. For some the tropical 

background is a support to shape 

talents,  others are 

overshadowed by that same sun. 

 

Dutch                          €  19,95 
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NEW ARRIVALS 

 

What is BookIsh Plaza! 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

a good read at a great price  

FREE eZine send e-mail to  

info@bookishplaza.com 

 

 

BookIsh Publishers and BookIsh Plaza are part of the BookIsh Group. 
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 Reviews, Interviews    

 Literary News                                       

 Events Calendar 

 And Many More…. 

 

 

SNEAK PEEK 

 

 

Hubert “Lio” Booi 1919-2014 Ɨ 

     

pieces like ‘E perla di Caribe’ 

[Pearl of the Caribbean] 

(1955) and ‘Amor di Kibaima’ 

[Kibaima’s Love] (1969). 

Papiamento 

As a Papiamento expert 

Hubert Booi was one of the 

first to root for the language. 

He considered the language 

as an integral part of the 

community and its people. 

Not only did he spoke 

Papiamento well, he also  

gave Papiamento courses to 

journalists to stimulate the 

good use of the language. 

What lots of people don’t 

know is that Booi, one year 

before the May 30th, 1969, 

gave a lecture that can be 

considered progressive at 

the time. In his lecture he 

emphasized the fact that we 

are part of the problem why 

the Papiamento language 

hadn’t received the 

necessary recognition.  

 

Last tribute 

Lio Booi contributed 

immensely to the culture of 

Aruba. The signs are to be 

seen everywhere, if you look 

around. This he did in a 

period that was difficult to 

conserve what is ours.  

With his fresh and 

innovative ideas, he became 

part of the cultural elite and 

knew to convince them that  

change is important. Those 

who inherit his 

achievements has the task to 

build upon the building 

blocks he left. 

http://bookishplaza.com/
http://bookishplaza.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=280&search=e+flamingo
http://bookishpublishers.wordpress.com/
http://bookishpublishers.wordpress.com/
http://bookishpublishers.wordpress.com/about/
http://bookishpublishers.wordpress.com/about/
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http://bookishplaza.com/index.php?route=common/home
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