
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 
calendar 

BOOKISH PLAZA @ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

27 June 2015 

Mamyo Bondru Festival 

01.00 – 06.00 pm 

Stadhuisplein, Lelystad 

1 July 2015 

Keti Koti Festival  

01.00 – 10.00 pm  

Museumplein, Amsterdam 

12 September 2015 

Samen Sterk 

Erfgoeddagen  

02.00 pm 

Den Haag 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

4 – 6 June 2015 

St. Martin Book Fair 

 

14 June 2015 

Juni Gedicht 

Amsterdam 

27 June 2015 

Musica Viva Concert with 

Gustavo Corrales Romero 

03.15 pm 

Soefi Centrum, Den Haag 

28 June 2015 

Schrijvers over slavernij 

en vrijheid  

12.30 am 

Rotterdam 

 

 

 

BOOKISH PLAZA   ‘a  good read @ a great price’ 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

0031 036 8445248 

info@bookishplaza.com 
www.bookishplaza.com 

www.facebook.com/BookIshPlaza 

https://twitter.com/BookIshPlaza 

 

WELCOME TO THE BOOKISH PLAZA eZINE 
Festival and celebrating liberation at 

the Keti Koti Festival.   

Next a review of Daughters of 

Empire about the experiences with 

migration, culture difference, race, 

class and gender. Check out BookIsh 

Plaza for this book. 

New arrivals has interesting books, 

like the devotional book written by a 

young writer. 

Soon for Sale brings some new 

books. A suggestion for reading is 

Where Is See the Sun with 

contemporary poetry from Anguilla.  

 

If you like you can let us know what 

you think about the eZine. Just send 

us an e-mail. Thank you. 

Good reads this month. If you like the 

eZine do share it in your network.  

The BookIsh Plaza Team 

 

 

June is the Keti Koti Month.  The 

whole month we’ll be 

remembering abolition of slavery 

up to July 1rst when we celebrate 

liberation. Check our website for a 

variety of books on enslavement.  

 

In this issue we start with the 

events for this month. One 

particular is Lenga with 

Papiamentu poetry. Don’t miss  

BookIsh Plaza at the Mamyo 

Bondru 

 

 

  Review Daughters of Empire  
Caribbean Jane Austen Novel Tackles Hard Questions 

 
 friendly neighbour, accomplished gardener and, in 

the midst of all this, a self sufficient woman, Amira's 

journey is often met by challenges. She seeks the 

counsel of her bossy elder sister Ishani, a Trinidad-

based businesswoman who has remained home to 

run the family store. Despite Ishani's often comically 

phrased advice, Amira learns that she must chart her 

own path, in uncertain territory, with lessons she's 

learned while on Trinidadian soil. 

Readers often expect stories strongly 

populated by female characters will be rooted, for 

better or worse, in domestic issues and an excess of 

emotion. Though the concerns of home and family 

play a vital part in Lakshmi Persaud's newest novel, 

Daughters of Empire, they cannot be said to rule it, 

either. Amira is the predominant narrator, yet space 

is made for the perspectives of other women to 

shine through: not just Ishani's voice is heard, but 

also the voices of Amira's three daughters, Anjali, 

Satisha and Vidya. 
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         Amira Vidhur, an educated, upper 

class Indo-Trinidadian, migrates with her 

husband and three daughters to Mill Hill, 

London, in the 1970s. Life in this 

charming suburb is far from unassuming, 

and Amira must adapt quickly to the vast 

differences in culture and expectation. 

Striving to be a dutiful wife, wise mother,  

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152958321482399&set=pb.678287398.-2207520000.1432929520.&type=3&theater
http://www.westergasfabriek.nl/whats-on/agenda-detail?date=14-06-2015&eventid=28260
http://www.gustavocorralesromero.net/RESERVE-27-JUNE.html
http://bookishplaza.com/index.php?route=product/product&path=67&product_id=450
mailto:info@bookishplaza.com
http://www.bookishplaza.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BookIshPlaza
https://twitter.com/BookIshPlaza
http://bookishplaza.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=473&search=daughters+of+empire
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Soon for Sale  

      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Dedicating itself to the 

span of generations, Persaud's 

tale traces the journeys of these 

women and others as they do 

battle with society's demands. 

Injustices are experienced on a 

minor and massive scale; these 

heroines are betrayed, scarred 

and manipulated, but it is their 

own sense of community and 

personal strength that 

encourages them to persist. The 

blueprint of Amira's resilience 

becomes a mantle taken up by 

each of her daughters in distinct 

ways. It is especially intriguing to 

see how the three Vidhur children 

hold fast to their parents' ideals, 

and how they create their own 

mottos for survival too. 

 

        Written in a sweetly engaging 

style, Daughters of Empire shies 

away from the gritty, harsh 

narrative structure that defines so 

much of contemporary fiction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Caribbean Writers Compete for the 2015 OCM Bocas Prize 
 

BOOKISH PLAZA 

Promote your culture through books 

 

 

 

More sophisticated than mere 

comparison, though; it also 

considers this: how do we live 

"abroad" when these foreign 

landscapes are swiftly becoming 

our homes? When her happiness 

is threatened, Amira 

wonders, "She was living at the 

close of the 20th century and still 

following her mother's way. But 

how could you stop the past 

walking beside you?" 

 

Natural beauty is everywhere in 

Daughters of Empire, often 

unearthed in the unlikeliest of 

places. The persistence of nature 

and the constant rhythms of the 

seasons act in contrast to the 

unstable currents of human 

interaction, a reminder that the 

world continues to revolve while 

we ponder its mysteries. In the 

fragrant, delicious meals that 

Amira prepares, there is a 

richness of flavour and texture 

that woos even her most 

reluctant of neighbours to her 

London dinner table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Publishers  
BookIsh Publishers is a small 

publishing house for Caribbean 

authors living in the Netherlands. 

Check out our Guidelines for 

Manuscripts! 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza sells fiction and non-fiction books online. We are 

specialized in (Caribbean) literature and poetry, but we also have books 

on history, politics, sociology and children’s books among others.  

BookIsh Plaza also has a collection of second hand books from novels 

to non-fiction and social sciences books. 

 

Curason 

Sonia Ruiz  

 

The heart is an essential part of 

our body, not just physically. Our 

hearts gives us an emotional life. 

We share feelings, good or bad. 

We desire, admire, admire, love, 

fall in love with our hearts. With 

the heart we also experienced 

feelings of adversity, sorrow and 

deceit. In this poetry book opens 

the poet her heart and shares 

with the reader a part of her 

feelings, her experiences and the 

lessons they learned with time. 

Papiamento                    € 10,00 

 

 

 

 

 

Made For Such a Time As This!  

Deinah Bernabela  

This devotional book consists of 

thirty-one days of life-changing 

directions and encouragements. 

As women, sometimes we need 

to be reminded of who we are 

in Christ and of the excellent 

things that we are capable of 

doing. God wants us to 

understand and learn how to 

use His word in order to go 

about this life. 

 

English                           € 12,99 

 

Hij is de weg kwijt  

Olaf Wilders  

 

Hij is de weg kwijt is a lively study 

of the expectations of people in 

Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maartin 

vis-à-vis the political renewal of 

'10-10-10'. Did their expectations 

come true? Author Olaf Wilders 

speaks on this issue to the 

common people not the ruling 

politicians. Those are persons 

and representatives of 

institutions that perceive the 

events and represent a voice. 

They are important to be heard. 

Dutch                            € 16,00  
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NEW ARRIVALS 

 

What is BookIsh Plaza! 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

a good read at a great price  

FREE eZine! Send e-mail to  

info@bookishplaza.com 

 

 

BookIsh Publishers and BookIsh Plaza are part of the BookIsh Group. 
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SNEAK PEEK 

 

 

 
Author Lakhsmi Persaud 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Persaud could be partially 

likened to a Caribbean Jane 

Austen, underscoring the 

deepest of issues with a 

light, graceful hand. If the 

novel sometimes reads like a 

giddy comedy of errors, it is 

worth noting that it 

confronts questions of race, 

class, gender, xenophobia 

and spirituality from a series 

of outlooks. The reader will 

find her assumptions 

challenged on even the 

simplest of matters, finding 

out in the process that 

sometimes the least refined 

arguments are the ones 

most worth having. 

         Past and present, 

England and Trinidad, rural 

country roads and 

commercial city centres: this 

is a novel of polarities, of 

opposite ends finding 

unexpected meeting places. 

Persaud's storytelling is  

 

 

 

 

Similarly, Amira's old teachers 

who run a cookery school in 

rural Trinidad channel this 

knowledge, passing it on to 

their students: that an 

appreciation for the art of 

cooking can influence one's 

entire life positively. 

The earth is filled with 

this untapped splendour, 

Persaud's novel seems to 

suggest, and it remains the 

reward of those who seek 

beauty with unfailing honesty 

and appreciation, asking 

nothing in return. In this way, 

Amira, who once described 

herself as "still in the infant 

class on how to live a good 

life" and the other remarkable 

women she loves, are able to 

navigate their own courses 

confidently, reminding 

themselves that there is 

goodness at the heart of most, 

if not all things. 

Shivanee Ramlochan, Trinidad 

Guardian, October 7, 2012 
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