
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS calendar 

BOOKISH PLAZA @ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

30 OCTOBER 2016 

GROW IN LIBERTY  

3rd Lustrum Simia Literario 

OBA, Amsterdam 

12 NOVEMBER 2016 

LUSTRUM DUTCH CAR. BOOK CLUB 

Lecture Ronald Capriles Martina on 

‘Curaçao in the second half of the 

20th century.'  

Theater Vaillant, Den Haag 

 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

6 NOVEMBER 2016 

DE ROMANTISCHE LIEFDE 

Presentatie van 3 historische 

romans, o.a. van Lo A Njoe 

13 NOVEMBER 2016 

ONE HAPPY KINGDOM 

Theater Diligentia, Den Haag 

 

20 NOVEMBER 2016 

IN DE KNIPSCHEER – CARIBISCH 

NEDERLAND 2016 

Amsterdam 

26 NOVEMBER 2016 

BENEFIT READING  JOOP HALMAN 

‘NOTAS Y LETRAS’ 1886-1888 

Paleiskerk, Den Haag 

 

17 DECEMBER 2016 

BOOKSIGNING QUITO NICOLAAS 

Boekhandel DeWit/VanDorp,  

Avenida Milo Croes, Aruba 

 

BookIsh Plaza  ‘a  good read @ a great price’ 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

info@bookishplaza.com 
www.bookishplaza.com 

www.facebook.com/BookIshPlaza 

https://twitter.com/BookIshPlaza 

 

WELCOME TO THE BOOKISH PLAZA eZINE 
books. BookIsh Plaza interviewed 

a young promising poet who 

made her debut recently. Get to 

know her better through her 

work. 

One of the New Arrivals is this 

intriguing book on the rise and 

decline of an ostrich park at the 

beginning of the 20th century in 

Curacao. A tragic death makes it 

more enticing. New Books among 

others the new Amatmoekrim. 

Don’t forget to order your books 

in time for the December gift 

giving season. 

Not only read, but also share our 

ezine in your network.  

The BookIsh Plaza Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN seems a good reads 

occasion as the time is so right. 

As always our reading tips and 

literary events just for you.  

How could you remember and 

honour a fabulous person? Just 

introduce an essay prize in their 

name. That’s the case with Anil 

Ramdas.  

The November events calendar 

has again interesting literary 

meetings. Be sure to visit one of 

these events where BookIsh 

Plaza will be at with Caribbean   

 

 Interview with a Talented Poet 
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The young Aruban poet Angelle Stamper 

made recently her debut with her poetry 

book Cicatriz di Mirada [Scars of Look] 

Time for an interview with the poet. 

Could you tell us when and why you began 

writing? 

I started writing at the age of 12. The 

emotional trigger for me was the passing of 

my dog, which I loved intently and 

considered as a friend. Since then I have 

continued writing based on personal 

experiences or of others that moved me 

emotionally. English was my first writing 

language; later I started writing in my native 

language Papiamento. I also experimented 

with Spanish and Dutch.  

This year (2016) you made your debut with 

the collection poems Cicatriz di Mirada. 

What inspired you to write this book?  

Cicatriz di Mirada (Scars of Look) is a 

compilation of poems I have written for over 

a decade. It contains most of my poems in 

Papiamento, some in English and Dutch. For 

long, it has been my dream to give a 

tangible shape to my poetry and to share it 

with the reading public. The greatest 

inspiration for me was to provide my own 

contribution to literature in Papiamento.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

BOOKS make 

great Gifts 

 

The theme for the contest is 

taken from two central 

concepts in the thinking of 

Anil Ramdas: identity and 

civilization. Ramdas wrote 

extensively about the 

migrant experience, about 

the nostalgia for a past that 

never existed. About the 

tightness of the own group 

and about fouling their own 

nests. Identity was for him a 

personal thing, but he also 

showed how much that 

freedom must be fought on 

a society that cherishes and 

labels pre-conceived biased 

images (such as 'non-

Western allochtoon') on 

migrants. He was inspired by 

writers he admired, such as 

V.S. Naipaul, Salman Rushdie 

and Stuart Hall.  

More information HERE! 

Writers are invited to put 

down their views on 

identity and civilization. 

Anil Ramdas was a writer, 

journalist and television 

programmer. Five years 

after his death, De Groene 

Amsterdammer (where he 

was editor), De Balie 

(where he was director), 

De Bezige Bij (where his 

books appeared) and his 

family launched an Anil 

Ramdas Essay Prize. 

 

 

 

 
Angelle Stamper  

Is there a message in your poems that 

you want readers to grasp? 

The first quote in my book describes 

the message the best: “Lagrima cu cay 

lo seca prome cu toca suela” (Falling 

tears dries up before touching 

ground). In life, we go through 

numerous experiences, good and bad, 

that leave scars in the way we look at 

life, love and people (hence the title 

Cicatriz di Mirada). The message I 

would like to convey through my 

poetry is to allow yourself to reach the 

depths of your emotions, and use the 

strength you gained to pull yourself up 

and continue reaching for the light. 

                               continue on page 3 -  
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POETRY                             € 15,00 

  

- Continue from page 2  

 

What made you choose to write 

predominantly in Papiamento? Do you 

experience any difference in writing in 

another language?  

The audience I want to reach determines for 

a great part what language I choose to write 

my poems in. Writing and performing poetry 

in Papiamento enabled me to feel a better 

connection with the people from my 

hometown and it strengthened my love for 

my culture. It also helps me create a 

distinctive identity as a young writer. I hope 

that one day Papiamento can resonate 

around the world and receive more 

acknowledgement locally and 

internationally.   

 

Is there anything you find particularly     

challenging in your writing?  

A great challenge remains to translate the     

images I see in my mind in poetic, yet 

understandable and relatable writing. This  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
     
 

 

Continue  -  Interview with Talented Poet  

BOOKISH PLAZA 
Promote your culture  

through Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BookIsh Publishers  
BookIsh Publishers is a small 

publishing house for Caribbean 

authors living in the Netherlands. 

Check out our Guidelines for 

Manuscripts! 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza sells fiction and non-fiction books online. We are 

specialized in (Caribbean) literature and poetry, but we also have books 

on history, politics, sociology and children’s books among others.  

BookIsh Plaza also has a collection of second hand books from novels 

to non-fiction and social sciences books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go Ahead You’re Home 

Tirzah Z.B. Libert 

“Go Ahead, You’re Home.“ 

These were the magical 

words spoken by the 

immigration officer, when we 

handed over our passports 

on arrival at Amsterdam 

Airport. My goal as a single, 

fulltime working mother was 

to begin a new, peaceful life 

in The Netherlands, securing 

a better future for me and 

my children. It involved a 

mountain-moving faith 

breaking boundaries with a 

burning desire and 

determination to succeed. 

Non-fiction          € 17,50 

 

 

Fiction                     € 22,99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niemand wandelt ongestraft 
onder palmen 

Millicent Smeets-Muskus 

The book describes the rise and 

the decline of the historic  

'Albertina' on the Curaçao 

plantation Choloma (1912-

1931), the ostrich park that until 

today is so closely associated 

with the names Theo and 

Lodewijk Lens and their family. 

The book not only throws new 

light on the tragic death of 

Willem Lensvelt, who was an 

assistant on the farm, but also 

offers a magnificent portrait of 

the island of Curaçao in the first 

decades of the twentieth 

century. 

Non-fiction              € 45,00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overal opa’s en oma’s 

Liliana Erasmus & Jeroen 
Hoogerwerf 

 

Here, there and everywhere 

are grandpas and grandmas. 

The stories and poems come 

from all parts of the world. 

They may have an Aruban 

temperament, written by 

Liliana, and also Dutch 

sobriety, written by Jeroen. 

Sometimes the stories are 

inspired by the writers’ own 

memories and sometimes on 

stories, legends and fairy tales 

from forgotten times. 

Surprising or obvious, light or 

heavy, humorous yet fun, the 

stories and poems in Overal 

opa’s en oma’s have what to 

tell and invite you to read to 

children and grandchildren! 

 Children’s book     € 14,95 
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NEW ARRIVALS!  

 

What is BookIsh Plaza! 

 

 

 

BookIsh Plaza 

a good read at a great price  

FREE eZine! Send an e-mail to info@bookishplaza.com 

 

BookIsh Publishers and BookIsh Plaza are part of the BookIsh Group. 
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SNEAK PEEK 

Can you share a little of your current 

work with us? 

First paragraph of the poem ‘Canando 

sin destinacion’ (Wandering aimlessly) 

“Canando canto di lama 

Mi por sinti mi pianan  

penetra e santo blanco 

Awa salo ta gatia bin 

kishiki mi tenchi 

conhura memorianan keri” 

Translation: 

“Strolling by the seashore 

I feel my feet  

penetrating white sand 

Salty water crawls up to me 

tickling my toes 

conjuring beloved memories” 

 

 

importantly, there is unimaginable 

wisdom to feast on from Caribbean 

literature. 

 

Which book are you reading right now 

or planning to read next? And why?  

I haven’t decided yet which book to read 

next, but it will definitely be literary work 

connected to Aruba, either in novelistic 

or historical sense. I think it will 

strengthen my understanding and 

appreciation of my culture and roots. 

 

 

 

 

requires continuous structuring and 

polishing of the phrases, in other words 

editing, until the results are satisfactory. 

Also it is a challenge to break the 

subconscious cycle of using the same 

words in different poems. Part of the 

development as a writer is continuously 

expanding and enriching the vocabulary. 

It is important that the writing also 

reflects the personal growth and 

evolution of the writer. 

What books have most influenced your 

life?  

Besides medical books, some literary 

work have had influence on the way I try 

to shape and steer my life. The novel I 

have reread the most is called I Never 

Promised You A Rose Garden by Joanne 

Greenberg. Beautifully written, almost 

every sentence reads like poetry. 

Fascinating and moving, diving deep into 

the darkest layers of the mind. Other 

books that speak to me are books that 

justify the strength of women and 

children. Verborgen gebreken by Renate 

Dorrestein constantly pops up into my 

mind reminding me of the strength and 

courage of the little girl. I am Malala is a 

very eye-opening, inspiring and 

empowering book, just like The Color 

Purple by Alice Walker. I also appreciate 

stories of patients experiencing 

devastating sickness. One of them was 

Ademloos by Kim Moelands. Those are 

the books that will always make you think 

and feel twice about the essence of 

existence. Besides the aforementioned 

books, I also love reading Aruban and 

Caribbean literature, because of the 

colorful and familiar setting. More  
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